THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

ascend the throne at a most critical time; when the very
foundations of his authority were shaking menacingly; when
all elements in the country were being awakened, thanks to
the rapid infiltration of European knowledge and commerce,
to new horizons of thought and action; when the European
Powers were scrambling for power and colonies in the hitherto
dark continent of Africa; when Turkey was being encouraged
by some Powers to retrieve her old position in Egypt; when
the army was disaffected, and the country was seedling with
hate against the foreigners who accumulated wealth and filled
responsible posts in the Government, enjoying privileges
which exempted them even from paying Government taxes
like other inhabitants of the country.

Only an experienced ruler with an iron hand and excep-
tional ability could be relied upon to steer the ship of state
dear of such dangerous rocks, and Tewfik was not the man to
handle such a herculean task.

Tewfik was born in 1853. He was educated in Egypt and
never left the country, even to pay the customary visit to
Istanbul on becoming Viceroy, a slight which embittered the
Porte against him throughout his reign. But how could Tew-
fik have reconciled himself to visiting the suzerain who had
just played false to his father and let down the Khediviate in
the eyes of the world?

Tewfik, as heir-apparent, was kept by his father's side to be
trained in the art of government, and so grew up shy and
undecided, and rather limited in his knowledge of people and
things. But he quite understood the routine of government
and the needs and ways of his countrymen.

He encouraged education and took great interest in schools,
so much so that he opened a special school near Abdin Palace,
at which his two sons and a select group of boys were all
educated at the expense of the Khedive. It is to the credit of
Tewfik that at a time when profligacy and vice were rampant
in Turkey and on the Continent, he had no harem and kept
always to one wife. The domestic life of Tewfik and the
Vicereine was exemplary and shed lustre and honour on court
life in Cairo.

The first problem which confronted Tewfik was the settle-
ment of his relations with Turkey. The Sultan had seized the